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With t h i s  f i r s t  i ssue of t he  SCO Newsletter begins what many of us hope 
w i l l  be an e r a  of i q r o v e d  corm~unication and c loser  cooperation aznong 
Canadian orni thologis ts .  The SCO Newsletter is a d i r ec t  outgrawth of 
the  formation of a Society of Canadian Oraithologierts. Many of us have 
f e l t  the  need f o r  such ata organization f o r  sane years. The impetus 
provided by the  In te rna t iona l  Osnithologicd. Congress has been a major 
force i n  st imulating the  fo rmt ion  of a socie ty  at t h i s  time. Let us 
hope t h a t  when t he  I O C  i n  Canada i s  over we w i l l  s t i l l  have a strong 
and act ive  SCO. If we a re  a l l  wi l l ing  t o  show a L i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  and 
e f for t ,  I am sure t h a t  t he  e n t i r e  venture w i l l  be a success. - ed. 

FORMATION OF THE SCO - A s  many of you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  as long ago as 
1978, l e t t e r s  were c i rcu la ted  by Glen Fox and Erica  Dunn suggesting 
the  formation of a Canadian orni thological  group. Various proposals 
and suggestions were put f o r th  and discussed, but no fornal  organization 
w a s  es tabl ished despite consfderable SaCeksest i n  t he  i&a, A t  t he  
Internat ional  0rnitho;togica.l Congress ( I o C )  et Ber"% -in-%978, i n t e r e s t  
was expressed i n  holding t he  1986 meetings i n  Canada, and Canadian 
delegates were asked whether the re  w a s  an orni thological  group i n  Canada 
which could undertake t he  organization of these meetings. Henri Ouellet 
of the  National &sewns of Canads then mdertook another i n i t i a t i v e  t o  
form a Canadian group and convened a meeting of t he  Canadian Members 
present a t  the  American Ornit-hologistsl Union (AOU) meeting i n  Fort Col l ins ,  
Colorado, i n  August 1980. This m e t i n g  reviewed various aspects of t he  
proposed 1.986 IOC meetings. A l l  were i n  agreement t h a t  we should host  
these meetings and t ha t  we should proceed with t he  formation of a formal 
Canadiau society.  An ad hoc committee w a s  appointed, and Aim Keast as 
chairman ci rcula ted a l e t t e r  i n  t h e  autumn of 1980 s o l i c i t i n g  comments 
on h i s  ideas about t h e  formation of the  group. Preriously Henri Ouellet 
had explored t he  ava i l ab i l i t y  of funding and t he  degree of government 
support, and began t o  compile a d i rectory of Canadian Ornithologists. 

Responses t o  Alan Keast's l e t t e r  of inquiry were presented t o  a 
meeting of about 50 Canadian m e m b e r s  of t h e  AOU present i n  Edmonton i n  



August 1981. A s  a r e s u l t  of discussions held a t  t h i s  meeting, it was 
maved by B i l l  Gutrn t h a t  a socie ty  be fozmed, The motiorl passed vSth 
unanimous wmement. A const i tu t ion committee was elected t o  draw up 
a formal consti tut ion and a nllmber of ed i to r s  were se lected t o  gather 
material  f o r  a newsletter.  The nane of t he  group w a s  t o  be the  Society 
of Canadian Ornithologists.  Hopefully, from these i n i t i a t i v e s  we w i l l  
develop a penaanent Canadian socie ty  t o  represent the  orni thologis ts  
sf this country. 

In  forming a Society of Canadian Ornithologists ,  the re  i s  no 
in tent ion t o  replace o r  o f f e r  an a l t e rna t ive  t o  the  AOU, but ra ther  t o  
provide a means of commuaication antong Canadian Ornithologists and a 
National socie ty  t o  represent Canadian i n t e r e s t s  - - i n  - - Ornithology, - - .- -- 

- 

$'HE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE - Members appointed t o  draw up a formal 
const i tu t ion f o r  the  SCO include: 

Ross k i n ,  C h a i m ,  U. of Calgary, Calgary T2N 3 ~ 4  
Erica Dum, Long Point Bird Observatory, Port Rowan, Ont. NOE 1MO 
Glen Fox, Toxic Chemical Section, CWS, Ottawa K l H  OE7 
Alan Keetst , Queen' s University, Kingson K7L 3 6  
Diane Secoy, U. of Regina, Regina 
P h i l  Stepney, Albert;a Provincial  Mus.eum, Edmonton T5N 06 

The chairman was chosen from those e lected,  by the  group i t s e l f .  Anyone 
wishing t o  mrake recolmaendatioas about the  const i tu t ion of the  SCO should 
contact one of the  above. 

THE EDITORIAL COMHXTTEE The following people have agreed t o  a c t  as ? 
regional ed i to r s  t o  compile items fo r  the  newsletter from various 
provincial  areas. 

Alta, - Ross Lein, Biology Wp%. University of Calgary T2B U4 
B. C. - Jamie Smith, Zoology Dept. U.B.C., Vancouver V6T 2A9 
Man. - Spencer Sealy, Zoology Dept., U. of Man., Winnipeg R3T 2N2 
l1.B. - Tony Erskine, CWS , Sackvil le  EOA 3C0 
JELL -. Save- WQ, P ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ ~  -- - -- -- 

- - 

N.S. - (not  confirmed ye t  - aay volmteers? )  
Ont. - Ralph Morris, B i ~ l ,  Sci .  Dept., Brock U. ,  S t ,  Catharines L2S 3A1 - John Ryder, Biology Datpt., Wehead  U. ,  Thunder Bay P7B 5El 

P.E.I. - Cathy Martin, Biology Dept . , Queen's U. , .Kingston, Ont . K7L 3 ~ 6  
Que. - Dave Bird, Madonad  Campus of McGill U. ,  Ste.  Anne d.e Bellevue 

ngx 1 C O  - Jean Burton, Centre de rccherches 6cologiques de Montrgal, 
C.P. 6128, Suacursale "A", Montrgal H3C 357 

Sask. - Phi l  Taylor, CWS, 115 Perimeter Rd., Saska%oon S73? 0x4 
Yukon - Dave Mossop, Renewable Resources, Box 2703, Whitehorse Y U  2c6 

A s  v i r t ua l l y  a l l  researchers working i n  the  Northwest Ter r i to r ies  l i v e  i n  one 
of the  other provincial  areas ,  we w i l l  not  have a regional  ed i to r  f o r  NWT. 
Anyone working i n  NWT may send information t o  the  ed i to r  i n  the  province i n  
which they reside.  However, Stu  MacDonald of t he  National Museum of N a t m  
Sciences, Ottawa K U  0148, has agreed t o  keep t rack  of various events of 
i n t e r e s t  pertaining t o  NWT i n  case these a r e  not forwarded t o  one of the  
other regional edi tors .  



Any items for  the  newsletter should be sent  t o  one of t he  above o r  t o  
Ross James, (0rnithology Dept, , Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen's Park, 
Toronto M5S 2 ~ 6 )  who was elected ed i to r  of t he  newsletter. 

Some of the  above committee met i n  Edmonton t o  discuss the  type of 
items t o  be included i n  t he  newsletter. The r e g i m a l  ed i to rs  are  contacting 
many people provincial ly t o  s o l i c i t  i n fomt . i on ,  but anyone with items of 
the following type should contact a regional, ed i t o r  with the  de ta i l s .  We 
are looking for: 
1) b r i e f  comments on new research findings; 
2 ) announcements of forthcoming meetings ; 
3)  news about people - promotions, moves, deaths e tc .  and appointments 

t o  any in ternat ional  organizatians ; 
4;) I ' @ ~ w s ~ s  for a ~ ~ & S t a ~ = ~ - ? r f % k  ~ W % a r c h ;  
5 )  br ie f  comments on people o r  events from outside Canada when of i n t e r e s t  

t o  CanadSans; 
6)  aunouncements of forthcoming o r  recent& published books ( chapters by 

members ; 
7). government o r  organization decisians and ac.t;ions of i n t e r e s t  t o  

ornithologists. 
Items of national  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  take precedence. Any helpful  comments on 
the  s t y l e  o r  c o n t a t  of the  newsletter  would be welcomed. 

'WE 1986 I O C  - The I O C  advisory body, known as the  Committee of One-Hundred, 
has f ive  Canadian members. W.W.H. G w  has represented Canad& fo r  about 15 
years, while Tony Erskine, Bruce Fa l l s ,  Alan Keast and John Richardson were 
added at t he  Berlin meeting i n  1978 in an%icipa%ion of a Canadian invi ta t ion 
for  the  1986 meeting, McLay prominent ornithologists  present a t  the  Berlin 
I O C  expressed aa i n t e r e s t  i n  holding the  meeting i n  Canada. Several Canadian 
ornithologists  wrote t o  Cabinet ministers t o  convey t h i s  infornuation. A s  a 
response t o  these Letters,  the  Secretary of S ta te  ins t ructed the  Director 
of the  Mational Museurn 09 Natural Sciences t o  proceed with the  organization 
of the  meting.  After exCsasive conadtat%o_n with t h e  Canadian Wildlife 
Servfce, it w a s  agreed thevt the  Rational, Mwaura sf P&u;rdl, Sefences would 
seek funding and host the  meeting oi behalf of Canada. 

Henri Ouellet w a s  appointed by the  National Musewn of Natural Sciences 
as Secretary General Designate fo r  the  19th fnternat ional  Ornithological 
Congress p l a n e d  i n  Canada fo r  1986. The Canadian Government is  now i n  the  
process of making funding available.  An o f f i c i a l  inv i ta t ion  w i l l  soon be 
sent t o  the  executive committee of the  I N  'by the  National Museum of Natural 
Sciences and the  decision t o  hold the  1986 meeting i n  Canada w i l l  be made at 
the  1982 meeting i n  Moscow. I f  Canada is  chosen, much work and cooperation 
w i l l  be needed from all Canadian orni thologis ts ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  with t h e  
organization of f i e l d  t r i p s ,  fund ra i s ing  and general part icipation.  

CIRCULATION - A t  present the  newsletter is  being mailed t o  a l l  those whose 
names appear i n  the Directory of Canadiaa Ornithologists (1981). Once a 
formal consti tut ion has been drawn up, a modest fee  schedule w i l l  be s e t  t o  
cover the  costs  of pr int ing and t o  obtain and maintain an up t o  date l i s t  of 
those wishing t o  receive the  newsletter. For the  present,  please bring t h i s  
edit ion t o  the  a t tent ion of anyone who may not have been included i n  the  1981 
directory. Additional names should be sent t o  H. Ouellet of the  National 
Museums of Canada. Membership i s  open t o  anyone in teres ted i n  the  science of 
Ornithology. Present plans a r e  f o r  two newsletters a year,  i n  autumn and 

- spr ing.  - Copies of the  S r e c t o r y  are mi1ab i . e  also from H . OItellet -upem - 

request. 



LA SOCIET~ DES ORNITHOLOGISTES DU CANADA - Ces premisres nouvelles de l a  
SociLtiS des ornSthologistes du Canada devraient marquer ke d6but dtune 
$re de meilleure communication e t  de coop6ratioa grandissante chez 1es  
ornithologistes canadiens. La furnation d t m e  t e l l e  soci&t& e t a i t  
souhait6e depuis longtemps, mais l e  d 4 s h  de t e n i r  Le Congras 
ornithologique internat ional  au Canada ?i favoris6 sa creation h d d i a t e .  
I1 e s t  3 esp4rer que, par  dela ce  c o q r d s ,  nous naintiendrans une 
socigt6 f o r t e  et active.  Le seul  ingredient necessaire au succ$s 
e s t  votre des i r  d ' u t i l i s e r  au maximum ce medium qu fe s t  l a  S.O.C. 

Apre's plusieurs annees de gestation,  la cr4ation o f f i c i e l l e  de 
l a  Soci&tQ des ornithologistes du Canada a eu l i e u  l o r s  de La rgunion 
de l t A . O . U .  3 Edmonton en aodt 1981. Deux comites sont prisenternent 3 
I ?oervre , 1 'un e s t  charge da l a  r&fazT&b-6- -?%&VET; Ware 

- ' ' - 
recommendation 3 c e t  e f f e t  peut &re adressee $ Ross Lein (University 
of Calgary, T2N U4) ou tou t  au t re  membre du cornit6 (voir  p. 2).  Le 
second ccrmit6 se charge du present bu l le t in .  Tout item pour 
publication peut t t r e  adresse a l f u n  des rgdacteuro regionaux dont l e  
nom f igure  a l a  page 2.  Les su j e t s  qui nous int6ressent sont: 

-Brefs r e su l t a t s  de recherches rgcentes. 
-Annonces de rgunions prochaines, 
-NouveLles ayant t ra i t  aux rnembrrs (promotions, changements 

d t i n s t i t u t i on ,  d6cas, ate*).. 
-Dermndes d'aides SUP des  raacfimches en cows.  
-Avls de pub&iciatioao pap dew ambres.  
-Tou%e nouve11e d'intcf~aht pow les ornitholopiste c a w i e n s .  
Le pr6sent bu l le t in  e s t  dZsl~4&u6 it tous cewr dont Le nom 

apparait  dans le R6pertoire des oraithoLogikltes du Canada (1981). D ~ S  /7 
que l e s  raglements dr la  S.O.C. semnt iapprauv&s, une mdss t e  
contribution sera  exig6e pour d6frayw Les c d % s  Be publ imtion st 
d exp6dition. Teus ceux qui son% int6ratssc&s 3 l 'o rn i tho l~g ia  
powront devesrrir viernbz?es.de la  S.0.6. Pour l t i n s t a n t ,  on p w t  recevoir 
ce bu l le t in  ou l e  reper toire  simplement en stadressant 3 Henri Ouellet 
au Musee national des  _sciencesSSnatwelles. _ -  - - - -  - - -- - -- - - -  - 

LE CONG&S ORNITHOLOGIQUE INTERNATIONAL DE 1986 - Plusieurs ornithologistes 
ont exprime le  d6s i r ,  l o r s  du congrh  ornithologique international de 
Berlin en 1978, de t e n i r  l e  congr$s de 1986 au Canada. Divers 
ornithologistes canadiens ayant f a i t  par t  de c e t t e  poss ib i l i t8  au 
Conseil des ministres, l e  directeur du Musee national des sciences 
naturelles a re$u du Secrgtaire d tEta t  l e  mandat de preparer l a  venue 
gventuelle du congr&s au Canada. ~ p r e s  consultations avec l e  Service 
canadien de l a  faune, il. fit decide que l e  Musee national des sciences 
naturelles se  chargerait de l forganisat ion de ce congrss, e t  Henri 
Ouellet f u t  d6sign.5 come Secrgtaire-gengral. Le gouvernement canadien 
devrait a l louer  des c red i t s  sous peu e t  une invi ta t ion o f f i c i e l l e  sera 
transrnise au conseil executif du conpas  ornithologique international,  
lequel rendra sa d6cision l o r s  du congras de 1982 3 Moscou, S i  l e  
Canada e s t  choisi ,  beaucoup d t e f f o r t s  e t  de cooperation seront necessaires 
de l a  par t  des ornithologistes canadiens a f in  dtassurer  l e  succ& de ce t  
important congras . 

T 
- -- 


