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*** INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS NEWS*** 

Much ground-work has continued with preliminary planning, b u t  without making 
any f i rm decisions pending o f f i c i a l  acceptance of t h e  Canadian i n v i t a t i o n  a t  the  
Moscow meeting. A s  f a r  a s  we  can determine t h e r e  a r e  no o the r  se r ious  contenders 
f o r  1986 so  t h a t  our chances of g e t t i n g  t h e  Conference f o r  O t t a w a  i n  1986 seem 
excellent .  

Ground-work has gone ahead both overseas and i n  Europe i n  Ottawa. The former 
has been d i rec ted  a t  persuading t h e  re levan t  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Europe t h a t  w e  a r e  
w e l l  equipped and organized t o  h o s t  t h e  Congress. This is, of course, the  case. 
The Congress Centre i n  O t t a w a  i s  w e l l  under way and w i l l  be completed i n  1983. As 
you know the  National Museum of Natural  Sciences has been authorized t o  make the 
o f f i c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  and the  National  Museums of Canada w i l l  assume p a r t  of the  
expenses. We hope Canada w i l l  then be w e l l  o u t  of i ts  present  economic woes. 
Overtures re aspects  of t h e  Congress have been made a t  var ious  l e v e l s  and t o  
d i f f e r e n t  au thor i t i e s .  We a r e  indeed thankful  f o r  the  inspi red  leadership of the  
National Museum of Natural  Sciences, i ts  recent ly-re t i red  Director  -Louis Lemieux 
and Acting Director  Hugh Schultz,  no t  t o  play down, Henri Ouel le t ,  our chief 
motivating force.  

Henri, i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  Secretary-General Designate journeyed t o  Europe l a s t  
year and carr ied  the  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  planning t o  t h e  President  of the  forthcoming 
Congress, Lars von Haartman. H e  has a l s o  been i n  c lose  contact  with the  Secretary- 
General of t h e  Ber l in  Congress, Rolf N8hring, who has provided much per t inen t  
advice on some of t h e  problems and s u b t t e l i t i e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  orni thological  
congresses. 

As  you know the  long-awaited Canadian Ornithological  Society (I am not  su re  
of i ts  f i n a l  name bu t  the  sub jec t  has been one of vigorous discussion) was launched 
i n  Edmonton during t h e  l a s t  American Orni thologis ts '  Union Annual Meeting. Some 
t h i r t y  members reviewed the  idea  over lunch and t h e  concept got  wholehearted support. 
It was agreed t h a t  its major forum should be a Newsletter and t h a t  no attempt should 
be made t o  compete with the  AOU by i n i t i a t i n g  a new journal.  A Preliminary 
Organizing Committee of seven w a s  chosen. Ross Lein from Calgary offered t o  receive 
suggestions f o r  the  const i tu t ion.  H e  has assembled and in tegra ted  these  and the  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a d r a f t  is  expected soon. Possibly t h i s  w i l l  be voted upon and 
become ' o f f i c i a l '  during the  AOU Meeting i n  Chicago. A l i s t  of names of p o t e n t i a l  
regional  o f f i c e r s  was assembled on the  b a s i s  of representa t ion i n  each Province. 
These ' l oca l  s e c r e t a r i e s '  have been asked t o  convey a l ist  of ' regional  news' t o  
the Newsletter Coordinator, Ross James, a t  the  Royal Ontario Museum. 



Unt i l  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  is voted upon i n  Moscow and o f f i c i a l l y  accepted 
it is unwise f o r  us t o  g e t  too ambitious i n  any of our planning. Enthusias t ic  
suggestions about symposia, f i e l d  t r i p s ,  and o the r  mat ters ,  a r e  t r ea ted  with 
d i sc re t ion  and a reply  t h a t  sounds l i k e  'Hush, the re  may be p o t e n t i a l  i n v i t e e s  
l i s tening!  A l l  w i l l  be resolved, and become pub l ic  knowledge i n  due course! 

Some snippets  f o r  which 'muffled' enthusiasm i s  being expressed i n  
'quarters '  are:  

Program Theme: 

The bas ic  program w i l l ,  of course, be determined by t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Programme 
Committee, with input  from ourselves. Most of us  would l i k e  t o  see a c e n t r a l  
theme along the  l i n e s  of 'Holarc t ic  Ornithology',  emphasizing such f a c e t s  as:  
r e l a t ionsh ips  across  the  nor th  (with s o l i d  input  from t h e  Russians, 
Scandinavians, Japanese), ecological  and physiological  adaptat ions t o  Arc t i c  
l i f e ,  tundra and conifer  avifaunas,  migration, seabi rd  biology, population 
dynamics and conservation, f ish-eat ing b i r d s  (loons, herons, mergansers), 
systematics of northern b i rds .  There a r e  a l so ,  of course, common environmental 
problems, e spec ia l ly  i n  .terms of ac id  r a i n  and i ts  e f f e c t s  no t  only on b i r d s  
d i r e c t l y  but on i n s e c t  and f i s h  prey. 

Bird Stamps: 

Issuing of these  i s  up t o  the  p o s t a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  b u t  they have had plenty  of /1 
encouragement and i n s p i r a t i o n a l  v i s i t s  from Henri. Stamps a r e  a showcase f o r  
the  country i ssuing them. Good q u a l i t y  artwork i s  a joy t o  look a t .  A set of 
stamps w i l l  dramatize Canada's cortrmitment t o  conservation. We do not  wish t o  
hide our ambition t o  emphasize species  t h a t  are spectacular  a s  w e l l  a s  being 
widely known, and indeed species  t h a t  i f  not  pecu l i a r ly  Canadian ( t h a t  would 
be d i f f i c u l t : )  but  t h a t  a r e  espec ia l ly  prominent i n  Canada. What about the  
Canada Goose (or  Snow Goose), Loon, Spruce Grouse, Woodcock, Snowy O w l  (or  
Great Horned Owl), P i l ea ted  Woodpecker, Gyrfalcon, Whooping Crane, Grey Jay, 
a Puff i n  (or  two) , Yellow Warbler, Tree Swallow, F l i cker ,  as s t a r t e r s  ! ! ! It 
is  a l l  e n t i r e l y  up t o  the  p o s t a l  people. But Henri has no t  been slow t o  point  
out  t h a t  w e  could have a series of b i r d s  i n  the  30 t o  35 cent  denomination (or  
whatever is the  current  postage r a t e - i n  1986)... l i k e  t h e  cur ren t  ' ~ a n a d i a n  
a r t i s t s '  s e r i e s .  Our a u t h o r i t i e s  could t r y  t o  emulate t h e  q u a l i t y  of the  
"provincial  flower" sets. But not  every Province has a S t a t e  Bird! ! ! 

And Henri points  ou t  w e  should ensure t h a t  the  world g e t s  t h e  point  the re  a r e  
indeed a series of b i r d  species  with 'canadensis ' ,  a s  t h e  species  name: Whooping 
Crane, Spruce Grouse, Grey Jay,  Canada Warbler!:! 

Presentat ion of Canada's Inv i t a t ion :  

This w i l l  be extended o f f i c i a l l y ,  on behalf of the  Canadian Government, the  
National Museum of Natural Sciences, and Canadian o rn i tho log i s t s  by D r .  Henri 
Ouellet ,  i n i t i a l l y  t o  the  Executive Committee of the  In te rna t iona l  Ornithological  
Congress, and then to  the  assembled Committee of One Hundred a t  the  end of t h e  n 
Moscow Congress. The l a t t e r  body w i l l  then vo te  on acceptance. 
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